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14th January 2022

Quote of the week: “It’s Friday. Time to go make stories for Monday”

The learning that has been occurring this week:
Darwin:
The children have been house building engineers this week, we have been
building houses using a range of different materials. We have been building
houses for the three little pigs; the children used straw, sticks and bricks. They
then tested which house was the strongest by using the big bad hair dryer wolf.
The children took turns to see which house the wolf would blow over, the Lego
house was the winner and stayed standing. The children wanted to test other
objects from around the room.
The children have been recalling parts of the 3 little pigs' story and using props
as part of their play, they have been working together to build towers and then
pretending to be the big bad wolf and blow the tower down.
I hope you all have a great weekend .

Stars of the week : -

Jesse for settling into Nursery
Olivia for learning to put her own coat on

Cartwright:
This week the children have been continuing their learning about floating and sinking.
They have thought about why some things float and why some sink, made predictions
and carried out an experiment, and discussed why particular objects floated or sank.
Perhaps they can find things at home to test in the bath? They have also been looking at
patterns, and using number blocks to make staircases, deepening their understanding of
numbers getting bigger.
Star of the Week – Korvin, he has demonstrated really good listening and followed instructions
this week.

Star Writer - Ella, she practises her writing independently and is making amazing progress.
Star Reader – Zen, he is becoming able to sight read more words and decodes longer words
independently.

Kandinsky:
This week in Kandinsky Class, we received some letters from some crayons! They
were written to their owner and the crayons seemed very upset and annoyed
for reasons such as not being used enough or being used too much. The children
were very excited to receive the letters and we had a great discussion about the
mood of each letter. In Maths, we have been investigating different 2D and 3D
shapes and their properties. In STEAM, we compared cars from the past and cars
now. We looked at how features such as doors, wheels and windows have
adapted overtime. The children also created a fact file about Alec Issigonis, who
designed the Mini. Have a lovely weekend!
Star of the Week – Lena for always helping and caring for others.
Star Writer – Jaxson for being determined to write independently.
Star Reader - Austin for excellent reading fluency.

Seacole:

Kandinsky:

Star of the Week – Emilee for always offering to help others.
Star Writer – Alfie for working extremely hard on his handwriting.

Valentina:

Star Reader - Jessie for excellent progress in her reading fluency.
Year 3 has had a wonderful week and it has been great to see the effort all the
children have put into their learning - I'm so pleased to finally be back with them
this week. In Valentina Class, we have been learning about canals and why they
are needed. We have considered the impact of building canals (both positive and
negative) and used this to have a class debate about whether a canal ought to be
build through the school field. Although we did not have a clear winner, both sides
of the debate gave great reasons for their opinions!
We have now completed our poems about something which disgusts us and
moved on to our next writing unit: first-person narrative. The children have been
working very hard to identify the word classes and edit writing to the first person.
Well done to all children in Valentina Class for an amazing beginning to the year.
Star of the Week – Jack, for trying his best with his learning and giving full effort.
Star Writer – Oliver for working hard on his rhymes for his poem about broccoli and pea
Star Reader - Idris, for making excellent links between texts

Davinci:
This week DaVinci class have enjoyed some practical learning. In mathematics we have
been measuring and calculating the area of rectilinear shapes - please ask us what
'rectilinear' means! We have realised once again the importance of knowing our times
tables in so many areas of mathematics. In English we created freeze frames for parts
of a story before completing our unit on playscripts by writing our own script for 'The
Cloudy Lesson'. In STEAM we have been artists and used tone to create a 3D illusion,
we are getting so much better at this skill and can see real progress from last week's
lesson, which is fantastic. We have also worked as scientists to further investigate how
light travels. In computing we have had fun learning how to create images on the
computer using shapes. We are starting to learn a few short cuts to make this even
easier.
Star of the Week – Max for his super contributions and enthusiasm in our music lessons
Star Writer - Arthur for his super writing and resilience in our freeze frame writing lesson
Star Reader - Aimee for her fantastic enthusiasm and always reading with appropriate
prosody

Term Dates 2021 - 2022
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th
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th

27 of May

th

6 of June
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th

18 of July @ 1pm
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Key Dates
January 20th – Tudor Hall ‘Play for a Day’
January 21st – Year 5 – Oxford Science Trip
February 7th – Year 5 Bikeability
June 20th to June 22nd - Year 6 Residential
June 27th to June 29th – Year 4 Residential

Have a lovely weekend and see you on
Monday!

Kind regards, Ally Johns and the School Team
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